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s we enter a new year, flynas is continuing to strive
for the best by ensuring customer satisfaction and
forging special partnerships.

Thanks to God, we have just ended a year
haracterized by sustained success that has been
recognized through numerous prestigious awards — honors and
accolades that we have continued to receive every year. For the
third year in a row we were named the Best Low Cost Airline in
the Middle East — the first national carrier to achieve this. Such
achievements are only possible thanks to the continuous efforts
of our team to offer the best services at competitive prices, ensure
we adhere to our travel schedule and deliver a high standard of
customer services.

This was not the only award we received. As you may know,
we were also named the Middle East’s Best Airline at the 2017
Skytrax Awards, a global standard for excellence in airlines.
Taking place at the Paris Air Show in France, this prestigious
award is decided based on votes and results of surveys over a
-10month period. Skytrax analyzes adherence to quality and
other standards across 41 key performance indices in services and
products. The fact flynas was honored in this category reflects the
advancements in Saudi aviation.

All these awards show that we greatly value our relationships
with our clients and demonstrate our respect for them. We
also work effortlessly to provide them with the best services on
board our aircrafts. At flynas, we always add new programs,
destinations and air routes to reinforce our positive relationships
with our customers. Recently, the announcement that we were
flying to Baghdad was covered by the global media and made the
headlines. A flynas aircraft was the first from Saudi Arabia in
27 years to land at Baghdad airport and was received by Kazem
Finjan, Iraq’s transport minister. This flight helped open up new
avenues of cooperation between the two countries.

On the other hand, we started operating flights between Jeddah
and Kano in Nigeria, adding another destination to flynas’ expanding
route map. We are expecting the best from these new connections
and especially anticipate the arrival of Nigerian pilgrims.

Today, we are closer to you than ever before. We will always try
to consider your comments and prioritize your feedback as part of
our efforts to develop a lasting partnership with you.
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flying high to
serve our nation
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Dear Guest

t gives me great pleasure to welcome you on board this 0id oo de oSy )l Ul g ully @augll (sclss ool

flynas flight today. 2l oo oLV i Jio 8 osall Ll Ulub (sle al>,l

this time last year we were announcing our aircraft S,S3l o S JSin Wokhwl 2awgi e olei US (suolall

order and preparing for our 10th Anniversary as a ol oz g callach @Ml Lub Olyub Guwld §4plal
business. This month we continue on our path of driving S o il Gl Olday Gzl g6 Ly (09 U poiamo
flynas further. We have started our flights to Pakistan from anolelly ploally 83> oo VlwsSL I WM, Ll aa)
Jeddah, Dammam and our home base of Riyadh. This is a o & s> W aswidl alel aold sglas 0idg (Lol I
very exciting move for us combining the pilgrimage needs ool Jgog ouolis ousiliasSll opoizolly zlasdl wlolus!
of the faithful in Pakistan with the needs of the Kingdom’s LaS)owdl (3 ays3ladV dosidl wlslus| auls go ppd 2urog
economic development. adslal Wl eis ol wwolell pledl 28 T8 Ll aa)
We took a decision last year that our aircraft interiors and our oSou bo )yl weSi) Logazll axg (sl lps dslzl sclinlly
seats in particular needed to move closer to the experience 11 uasd zwly dusin Lod 189 320 g0 Sl 8yl oo
that you, our cherished guests, will experience in the A320 &Sl G gos ol Mew| peax" aclin go Wil o
neo so we undertook a programme to refit 11 of our aircraft Lpsuymis gioiws Ol la> Jobs .asLuelly
with the new Geven Essenza seats that combine comfort and Wlach @Mbil o ol asell (sJ] padn oy sl
space. We truly hope you will enjoy the experience. sobi 8o Sxgedl Ulubll dedb (9 sladl sJe ugojle
Now that we are moving into our 2nd decade as a business we pi Sl Jgozxoll G Jio (pSillumY lpiuSlgoy Liloas
are determined to stay at the forefront of Saudi Aviation with ool 138 0l 3] .oVl (su> 8y0 Ugalo o ST alioss
developments such as our Mobile App which has surpassed 2o UloVlg a8gigall (o 30l Loy d49,uSUVI wloazdl o
the 1m Downloads. This level of custom brings great ol (b Uliuday 69,5S0V1 8l pud (08 wloazdl (859
confidence to our e-Care team and our e-Commerce division 595, JM3 09 . Liloas ughig LiMoc @oazd JIS wgs Uglosy
who are relentless in their push for development. We realise oS5 18 Lpsl o ol &y yp il Liliyass go pSlelesy psilsdl
that sometimes the monthly updates may be mildly annoying PS 2w @y a9 pSoloud] bowod Lasy (58 dxcio
but we believe that with each update and addition we are “hloawl” (Jl WMoe oo 1A=l ool Tas clasw Wil
improving your experience and we truly appreciate, and pay WS blis J| aigaas Jb, JS b Jsz Sl Vgl 2wl
attention to, the feedback that you send us. o 131 @lioll eVl UM Liugiac yogye ok pgiiow
We are also very happy with the number of you that have shilocwld d6leoll duginelly pSislaiwl oo aSWI
joined Nasmiles our loyalty programme where your Riyal Load JgVl plioll (s pSi>yg pSioMow gai L] «Weodsi loS
spend with us is converted to points. We will be developing by Tl 933,55 Vg cpSil>y giedly sl yowVl (s 13
our membership offering over the coming months so please PS>, 3990l Lodls o dacluwodl
ensure you take advantage of the free membership. oo Sl pgan) Ol plei Gow JlocVl Jlsy) TSow «5,31 B0
As you will know by now we are primarily interested in your Tilool 0as Sl oVl (uwb Ohub lusl lglady wlyLasVl
Safety & comfort so please relax and enjoy the flight, if the Vg 09 pSilaoly oS0 wusyidl (sl gl ooy TS
crew can be of any assistance to you please do not hesitate Todls WM, oo sle

to ask them. Once again thanks for the business, we know
you have a choice and it is our great privilege that you chose

flynas. We look forward to welcoming you and your friends ] Jg
and loved ones onboard many times in the future. ool Olyuda) osipeisdl g, Jol U
/' Paul Byrne

Senior Vice President of flynas
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Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
حوار هاني نديم

Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
تركتُ دراسة الهندسة،
واتجهتُ للصحافة والإعلام التي أحببتها وتمنيتها
صغيراً

Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
ترعرعتُ في بيت من الزنك “الهنقر”، كان نصفهُ مجلسٌ بابه مفتوح،
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Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
أهمية المشاركات الدولية، خارج العالم
العربي، تكمن في فرصة الترجمة
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Sticky Note
تتنافس الشركات السياحية
والعقارية على ابتكار وتصميم المدن السياحية
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Sticky Note
تتنافس  الفنادق الصغيرة بتقدمة خدمات تنافس الإقامة في أفخم الفنادق

Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
معظم الفنادق الصغيرة بدأت من حلمٍ مجنون راود صاحبه لاستغلال مساحة مهملة يمتلكها
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Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
بات الناس اليوم يتجهون أكثر فأكثر نحو الخصوصية والهدوء والابتعاد عن الضجيج

Hani nadeem
Sticky Note
طرازات معمارية مختلفة وأفكار إبداعية لا تنضب
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عربٌ تركوا بصماتهم الكروية عبر التاريخ 
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من ينسى سعيد العويران ومن يكرر أهدافه في كأس العالم؟
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زين الدين زيدان وبنزيمة من أصول جزائرية
 باتيستوتا وفيلول من أصول سورية
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“عنيزة.."مليكة القصيم وحصن الحرية والرجال”، هكذا
وصفها الرحالة والمؤرخ اللبناني الأمريكي أمين
الريحاني
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النخل أحد أهم سمات عنيزة وثيماتها
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اهتمامًا وذكرًا في كتب الرحالة الأوربيين ومؤلفاتهم
مثلما شهدت عنيزة
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الجمال الهندسي في كل التفاصيل ألهم المهندسين العالميين
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eturn flights will take off
from Riyadh, Dammam and
Jeddah and land in Lahore and

Islamabad.

Flights between the two countries will
commence with the initial Dammam-
Lahore route on February 2018 ,1. Flights
from Riyadh to Lahore and Islamabad as
well as the Jeddah-Lahore route will begin
on February 15.

Flights between the two countries will
be delivered by large-bodied aircraft that
have recently joined the B767 fleet as well
as A320 planes. Reservations can be made
through sales agents, the flynas website or
mobile app.

Continuous

expansion

The new flights will primarily serve
passengers traveling for business, Haj or
Umrah purposes. They will also introduce
fresh options to travelers looking to access
different regions in the Kingdom through
flynas’ domestic network of 17 destinations.
“We continue to expand our reach to meet
our passengers’ needs. We are currently
operating new destinations in Asia and
Africa, with new flights launched in 2017
to Kano in Nigeria and prospective flights
to Algeria, Pakistan and India in 2018.

Continuing our achievements of the last 10 |

years, we promise that 2018 will be a year of
expansion and access to new destinations,
both domestic and international,” said
CEO Bandar Al-Muhanna.
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Pakistan tops list of
world’s best travel
destinations

The British Backpacker Society recently
ranked Pakistan as the number one
adventure travel destination of 2018,
describing Pakistan as “one of the
friendliest countries on earth, with
mountain scenery that is beyond anyone’s
wildest imaginations.”

According to the report shared on the
British Backpacker Society website, which
is followed by thousands of people, Pakistan
topped a list of 20 countries attractive to
tourists including Russia, India, Turkey,
Kyrgyzstan and China.

“Pakistan is the clear winner of the British
Backpacker Society’s top 20 adventure
travel destinations 2018 and we encourage
keen travellers to book a trip now,” said the \
backpackers, who have travelled to over . 1\
101 countries. 4
Talking to Gulf News, Samuel Joynson and *
Adam Sloper of the British Backpacker
Society said the “amazing” hospitality and
“breathtaking” natural beauty of Pakistan =
captured their hearts. il
The British Backpacker Society aims to
inspire people to travel to rarely visited
destinations in the de\{gloping world.

rd
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Future
Pilots:

hen asked about their future
dreams and  ambitions,
students often talk about
taking up flying as a career.
This shouldn’t come as a
surprise because conquering the skies
has been one of humanity’s greatest
dreams throughout history, with many
ambitious and talented people pursuing
and achieving such goals.
For a lot of people wanting to fly there
is a very thin line between dreams and
reality, but the flynas “Future Pilots”
program aims to change that by providing
co-pilot training to young Saudis in line
with the company’s vision and giving them
the opportunity to convert their hobby of
flying into a professional career and truly
experience the pleasure of soaring through
the skies.
Director of Flight Training, Captain
Tayyar Abdulmohsen Al-Arifi, talked to
flynas about the program and outlined the
criteria for potential candidates wishing to
join a talented team running the largest
budget airline in Saudi Arabia.

Firstly, please tell us briefly
about the “Future Pilots”
program and its development.
Future Pilots is a program designed
for Saudi nationals who have a local
or foreign aviation license that meets
the requirements of the World Aviation
Group as well as a license from the Saudi
aviation authorities. This will give them
the opportunity to join the specialized
training program that is carried out on
flynas’ Airbus aircraft.

Future Pilots has been in operation since
2010. Initially, it expected to attract 100
young Saudis within five years. However,
the program has expanded significantly
since 2014 and today it receives around 50
trainees each year.

How do candidates apply for
the program?

Eligible candidates — including all young
holders of licenses in commercial aviation,
multi-engine aircrafts and instrument
flight rules from academies either in Saudi
Arabia, USA or other countries — can apply
through the flynas website.

The program receives every year a fresh
batch of trainees and the application
process is generally open throughout the
year. The highest number of applicants
was recorded in January 2017 with 300
candidates, while 90 candidates have
conducted the primary tests for the new

2018 intake since we started receiving
applications for the year in November. The
successful nominees joining the program
will be announced soon.

What kind of pilot cadet
programs do you offer to
students?

There are three different stages a student
must go through before becoming a co-
pilot:

* Stage I: This is known as the specialized
study stage within the Future Pilots
Program and runs for a period of up to
18 weeks. The trainee reviews topics and
specific pilot studies related to foreign
academies. The trainee then attends an
Airbus focus course that covers flight
stimulator training studies. At the end of
this stage, the trainee obtains a license
from the Civil Aviation Authority, allowing
him to work as a cadet pilot on board an
Airbus 320.

* Stage II: This stage involves practical
training offered by professional and
licensed pilots on board the aircraft. The
training duration is up to 100 flight hours.
* Stage III: This stage is basically the
final examinations that qualify the
trainees to work as co-pilots on board
the Airbus. By the end of this stage, the
trainee would have completed 26 weeks of
consecutive training since the beginning of
the program.

What are the conditions and
specifications for candidates
wishing to apply for the
Future Pilots program?

There are several key requirements that
applicants must meet:

Personal: The applicant should be aged
between 19 and 34, be free of diseases, look
presentable and be of acceptable weight
and height.

Education: The applicant should hold
a high school diploma and a higher degree
in sciences with an average score of at least
85 percent alongside good English oral and
written skills.

Licenses: The applicant must hold licenses
in commercial aviation, instrument flight rules
and multi-engine aircrafts (primary training)
and these can be obtained from foreign
academies not related to flynas.

Can women apply for the
program?

There are no laws, regulations or decisions
that prevent women from joining the
program within the legal system governing

Saudi civil aviation. In fact, our website
announcement that we are receiving new
applicants did not exclude women.

Do trainees get hired after
passing the course?

flynas has a clear recruitment policy for
this program. Once the names of those who
are admitted to the Future Pilots Program
are announced, the HR Department signs
a contract with the trainee for a cadet
job with a pre-determined bonus. After
the completion of the final stage of the
program, the trainee receives a co-pilot job
contract.

What are the benefits and
average salaries offered to the
trainees hired by flynas?

flynas offers a number of employee benefits
that are considered among the best in the
Gulf region. The salary of the successful
Future Pilot applicants is divided into
three categories. Over the first six months,
the trainee receives a salary of SAR6,000
per month in addition to other benefits such
as travel allowance inside and outside the
Kingdom. At the end of the training period
he renews his contract of employment and
receives a salary starting from SAR16,000.
After completing 500 hours of flying, this
salary is increased to SAR21,000.

Julw Wy < Flynas
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What is the employment
progression like for a co-
pilot?

After completing 4,000 hours of flying,
the co-pilot becomes a captain. This job is
not restricted by age. For instance, three
employees who were only 27 and from the
2011 training batch received such promotions.

What are flynas’ objectives for
such training programs?

flynas’ objectives focus on promoting the
interests of the country and ensuring
the Saudi people benefit. These training
programs are an important means to
enrich the aviation market and train Saudi
pilots and staff.

What message would you like
to give to young Saudis?

I would say to them that working in the
aviation industry requires a combination
of taking up flying as a hobby, learning
the skills and demonstrating dedication
to learning. It is a promising market that
needs many nationals, especially as the
flynas fleet today includes 32 aircraft.
Recently, flynas signed a new agreement
with Airbus to add 80 new planes and this
would require more employees. I also advise
potential candidates to contact schools
accredited by the authorities to learn the
basics of aviation and get familiarized
with aviation studies, especially those
related to weather, air navigation and
types of engines. This will help them avoid
difficulties during the application process,
examinations and training period.

We reiterate through flynas magazine that
attracting national talents is one of our foremost
objectives and we welcome those who want to
join the aviation industry and work with flynas,
the first budget airline of Saudi Arabia.

The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black
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where the towers stand and overlook
nothing, no sea in the city but the pleasures
of tired people, The veins of people are not
weary, and it is not easier than to wipe their
“Jordanian skin” with a light tweezers
or a chop For free, or a cup of coffee on
the sidewalk, or the meal of “Mansaf”,
the main dish in this country, a dish of
importance, not for its taste, but because
it applied to the whole family, I mean
the Jordanian family in all its varieties.
Before the emigration of the Palestinians,
the eastern Jordanians prepared it with
burghul, and enriched it with meat, halal
and milk. After the migration, the burghul
disappeared and the rice was replaced. The
meat disappeared from some tables, not
all of them. In the center of the country,
specifically in Faisal Square, I took a
paper cup of coffee, prepared by a Yemeni
immigrant who took his cart to Mecca next
to the Arab Bank building.

Amman looks like a flat without a balcony,
no sea ports overlooking the city, no river
tearing it with life reasons, and the flood
that it was and its gift, when the horses
turned Bani Hashim on his side after
the plan to take the city of Salt in Balqa
province failed, The same state transforms
it for the authority of the water, and its
roof with asphalt, which does not show and
does not know the narration of water and
its stories.

Amman is a very stone town, where the
roses are not known, and the water is not
included. It is capable of magic, however. It
boasts of the green fields on the balconies
of a number of cafes, distributed as if it
were a mythical movement in the center of
the old city. Small.

To date his word

But the history always surprises you.
The truth is that the population began
to gather at the bottom of the city, even
if it was overcrowded, and not only that.
But the valleys in this city have a terrible
historical role. For example, As a peaceful
snake, with a view of the “stoning of
cabbage,” the pedestrians do not think
of the bright buildings that clean the
workers as well as the living quarters.

The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black

However, these buildings stand in a sacred
place, I mean “cabbage stoning” is the last
remaining temples of nature worshipers.
The depth of Oman is not different from
the depths of its sisters from the cities,
but it bears the memory of the tents of
the Hashemites, which later became “the
palace of Raghdan al-Amer”, facing the
palace of the Umayyads on Mount Al-
Qalaa, which was built by the Muslims
during the conquest, after they destroyed
the state of Ghassan, The station, the
train station, which carried the Ottomans
from their country to the Hijaz, and
receives visitors in the lobby established
by the Romans and named the Roman
amphitheater, and popular markets, which
spend the day contemplating the mosque
Husseini King Talal Street, built during
the reign of King Abdullah I, Cultures of
immigrant peoples from places Such as
the Bukhari market, which Bukhariyoun
founded to sell beads, precious stones and
perfumes. He also clasped his arms on
Shabsug Street, which acquired its name
from the Circassian tribe, which was
replaced in 1878 by forced displacement
from the Caucasus by Tsarist Russia, the
tribe that settled on the Nile side Which
is strangled by the asphalt without mercy,
and passes over the buses, indifferent to
the cistern below.

In the mountain of Achrafieh on the
eastern shoulder of the country, the
Armenian Quarter, hiding in the mountain
of Ashrafieh, where the survivors of the
Armenian massacres of the First World
War are hiding, are hiding there in the
mosque of Abu Darwish built by Circassian
Mustafa Hassan Sharks Abu Darwish , The
mountain Palestinians pass through when
they arrive at al-Wihdat camp or their
chests from the Juffa camp.

Between its alleys and towers!

If the pedestrians turn eastward and look
to the south, the buildings of the radio
station will open their arms to welcome one
to see in its surrounding archive the effects
of the Battle of Umm al-Hieran between the
eastern tribes of Jordan, which the region
gained its name from. The Nabataean poets
said that it was a war, The tribes are still
opening their tents and houses, which came
after the tents with Arab coffee and halal,
despite the arrival of the Palestinian tide
from the neighboring camps, in a scene
where customs, genealogies and dialects
overlap, And Put it all down to a modest
social, economic and service level. from.
The Nabataean poets said that it was a
Welcome to East.

The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black

On the other hand, Khalid Bin Al Waleed
Street in Jabal Al-Hussein, most of the
Palestinian cities, is lined with the Firas
Al-Ajlouni roundabout in the direction of
Al-Hussein camp, to read on both sides the
names of Palestinian cities carried by the

“ It is more
beautiful than
Paris when you
look at it. It is
small but stunning
with colors as if

it was painted by
Monet for a story
from the Arabian
Nights”
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secondary streets as if walking in a mass
march. The city does not forget anything,
even if it is treated with pardon and
forgiveness.

If you turn westward, the earth will meet
you with the green plantation, which is
caused by the glowing architecture of the
glass facades. From there, if you turn north,
if you turn south, you will walk in the street
of the martyr, From here, you can start
the new Amman, and from there you can
break into the new city center in Abdali,
the so-called “Abdali Boulevard”, where the
towers stand and overlook nothing, no sea
in the city but the pleasures of tired people,
The veins of people are not weary, and it
is not easier than to wipe their “Jordanian
skin” with a light tweezers or a chop For
free, or a cup of coffee on the sidewalk, or
the meal of “Mansaf”, the main dish in this
country, a dish of importance, not for its
taste, but because it applied to the whole
family, I mean the Jordanian family in
all its varieties. Before the emigration of
the Palestinians, the eastern Jordanians
prepared it with burghul, and enriched
it with meat, halal and milk. After the
migration, the burghul disappeared and the
rice was replaced. The meat disappeared
from some tables, not all of them. ®
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In the center of the country, specifically
in Faisal Square, I took a paper cup of
coffee, prepared by a Yemeni immigrant
who took his cart to Mecca next to the
Arab Bank building.

Amman looks like a flat without a balcony,
no sea ports overlooking the city, no river
tearing it with life reasons, and the flood
that it was and its gift, when the horses
turned Bani Hashim on his side after
the plan to take the city of Salt in Balqa
province failed, The same state transforms
it for the authority of the water, and its
roof with asphalt, which does not show
and does not know the narration of water
and its stories.

Amman is a very stone town, where the
roses are not known, and the water is not
included. It is capable of magic, however. It
boasts of the green fields on the balconies
of a number of cafes, distributed as if it
were a mythical movement in the center of
the old city. Small.

To date his word

But the history always surprises you.
The truth is that the population began
to gather at the bottom of the city, even
if it was overcrowded, and not only that.
But the valleys in this city have a terrible
historical role. For example, As a peaceful
snake, with a view of the “stoning of
cabbage,” the pedestrians do not think of
the bright buildings that clean the workers
as well as the living quarters. However,
these buildings stand in a sacred place,
, I mean “cabbage stoning” is the last
remaining temples of nature worshipers.
The depth of Oman is not different from

the depths of its sisters from the cities,
but it bears the memory of the tents of
the Hashemites, which later became “the
palace of Raghdan al-Amer”, facing the
palace of the Umayyads on Mount Al-
Qalaa, which was built by the Muslims
during the conquest, after they destroyed
the state of Ghassan, The station, the
train station, which carried the Ottomans
from their country to the Hijaz, and
receives visitors in the lobby established
by the Romans and named the Roman
amphitheater, and popular markets, which
spend the day contemplating the mosque
Husseini King Talal Street, built during
the reign of King Abdullah I, Cultures of
immigrant peoples from places Such as
the Bukhari market, which Bukhariyoun
founded to sell beads, precious stones and
perfumes. He also clasped his arms on

“It is more
beautiful than
Paris when you
look at it. It is
small but stunning
with colors as if

it was painted by
Monet for a story
from the Arabian
Nights”
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Shabsug Street, which acquired its name
from the Circassian tribe, which was
replaced in 1878 by forced displacement
from the Caucasus by Tsarist Russia, the
tribe that settled on the Nile side Which
is strangled by the asphalt without mercy,
and passes over the buses, indifferent to
the cistern below.

In the mountain of Achrafieh on the
eastern shoulder of the country, hiding
in the mountain of Ashrafieh, where the
survivors of the Armenian massacres of
the First World War are hiding, are hiding
there in the mosque of Abu Darwish built
by Circassian Mustafa Hassan Sharks Abu
Darwish , The mountain Palestinians pass
through when they arrive at al-Wihdat
camp or their chests from the Juffa camp.

Between its alleys and towers!

If the pedestrians turn eastward and look
to the south, the buildings of the radio
station will open their arms to welcome one
to see in its surrounding archive the effects
of the Battle of Umm al-Hieran between the
eastern tribes of Jordan, which the region
gained its name from. The Nabataean
poets said that it was a war, The tribes are
still opening their tents and houses, which
came after the tents with Arab coffee and
halal, despite the arrival of the Palestinian
tide from the neighboring camps, in a
scene where customs, genealogies and
dialects overlap, And Put it all down to a
modest social, economic and service level.
from. The Nabataean poets said that it
was a Welcome to East.

On the other hand, Khalid Bin Al Waleed
Street in Jabal Al-Hussein, most of the
Palestinian cities, is lined with the Firas
Al-Ajlouni roundabout in the direction of
Al-Hussein camp, to read on both sides the
names of Palestinian cities carried by the
secondary streets as if walking in a mass
march. The city does not forget anything,
even if it is treated with pardon and
forgiveness.

If you turn westward, the earth will meet
you with the green plantation, which is
caused by the glowing architecture of the
glass facades. From there, if you turn
north, if you turn south, you will walk in
the street of the martyr, From here, you
can start the new Amman, and from there
you can break into the new city center in
Abdali, the so-called “Abdali Boulevard”,

The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black
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y Every time I return to Amman, the time-honored city of Bajt, a j;lace of body and soul, I have to
get to know it again. This time it came down from Jabal Amman, which sits on the shoulder of the
city carrying stories of families that still form the city’s head, Who acquired his name from the
Rainbow Cinema, which was frequented by the aristocratic families of Amman, the cinema became
and remained its name. Landed in the center of the city, which is constantly beating, confident of its
basic function, despite the industrial heart, or the new center of Oman, which the state thought it
necessary to establish in the Abdali area..
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the second half of the 19th century and
first half of the 20th century, Unaizah
received the attention of several Western
travelers such as George Foster Sadler,
Carlo Claudio Camillo Guarmani, Charles
Doughty, Charles Hopper, Edward Noldh,
Harry St John Bridger Philby (Abdullah
Philby) and Ameen Al-Rihani.

All praised the city for being one of the
most hospitable, generous, tolerant and
open-minded urban places in Arabia. The
first Orientalist to visit Unaizah was the
British captain George Foster Sadler, who
wrote about his trip and mentioned the
names of the villages and time of travel
between various points.

After this, the English consul William
Gifford Palgrave (1279 H / 1862 AD) wrote
a narrative of his travels which also covered
Unaizah. In his book, he described the area
as small islands of plantations located
between the sands. He also described the
location of Unaizah and the palm farms
in the valley, but he didn’t describe the
buildings, market or people of the city.

The Italian traveler Carlo Claudio Camillo
Guarmani, who was working as an agent of
French shipping companies in Jerusalem,
also stayed in Unaizah for a few days in
1864; his profession helped him to wander
in the region while trading Arab horses,
building relationships with the tribes of
Levant and North Arabian Peninsula,
speaking Arabic, wearing Bedouin clothes,
and getting used to the life of desert. He
wrote a book entitled “A Journey from
Jerusalem to Unaizah in Qassim” in 1866.
Unaizah was also visited in 1893 by Edward
Noldh, who wrote about his trip in a book
entitled: “Journey in the Center of the Arabian
Peninsula, Kurdistan and Armenia in 1892.”
He mentioned that Unaizah was one of the
largest cities in the Arabian Peninsula in terms
of houses and population; it was surrounded
by two walls (internal and external), and
between them lay a belt of farms and orchards
two to three kilometers wide. The walls were
provided with towers and helped to protect
the city from artillery, he said, while paying
tribute to the military force of the city and its
ability to effectively resist invaders.

“ It is more
beautiful than
Paris when you
look at it. It is
small but stunning
with colors as if

it was painted by
Monet for a story
from the Arabian
Nights”

The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black
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Charles Doughty, who stayed for two
months in 1878 and wrote over 200 pages
full of detail and information about social,
economic and political life, was the first to
introduce the city to the Western audience
(Travels in Arabia Deserta, 1888). He
recorded that “Unaizah was a center for
religious and social tolerance.”

Harry St. John Philby in 1918 followed in
Doughty’s footsteps and wrote a book on his
experiences called “Arabia of the Wahhabis”
in 1928.

Itis like America and England
Al-Rihani spoke highly of the city’s
architecture and works of art in his book
“Kings of Arabia”, likening it to Paris and
coining its nickname “Paris of Najd”.

In his description of Unaizah, he said: “The
hospitality...was best during the following
days in Unaizah, the Queen of Qassim.
Unaizah is a fortress of freedom and the
direction for all travelers. Unaizah is the pole
of taste, the Paris of Najd. However, it is more
beautiful than Paris because it is surrounded
by the yellow sand of the golden Nafud...It is
more beautiful than Paris when you look at
it. It is small but stunning with colors as if
it was painted by Monet for a story from the
Arabian Nights, as if Unaizah is a pearl in a
pot of gold surrounded by lapis lazuli.”
Al-Rihani also described the city markets
as such: “They were like passages built
under bridges, with houses built over the
bridges, but there is a large illuminating
market that surprises you with its shapes
and colors; it reminds you of America
and England and takes you to India and
Japan.” @
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The name
Unaizah comes
from the Arabic
word “Onz” which
means black

Unaizah is a small city with multiple titles;
it is called the green city, the parterre of
farms and orchards, and Paris of Najd.
The city was visited by a lot of European
travelers between 1819 and 1922 such
as George Foster Sadler, Carlo Claudio
Camillo Guarmani, and Charles Montagu
Doughty.

flynas magazine visited Unaizah to learn
about its charming environment and
unique architecture.

Geography and history

Unaizah is the oldest city in Qassim
Province; it is a land characterized by
farms, orchards and abundant water. It lies
in the northern-central region of the Najd
and to the south of the Wadi Al Rumma
(Rumma Valley), the longest valley on the

“Many scientists
and historians
believe that
Unaizah was
inhabited
hundreds of years
before the spread
of Islam”

Arabian Peninsula. It is surrounded by
sand dunes to its north and west, which
are known locally as the Al-Ghamis Sands,
and the Al-Ghadha Woods are located to
the north of it. Unaizah is situated 700
meters above sea level.

Unaizah is an agricultural area and
produces wheat and barley of various
strains. The region also grows grapes,
grapefruits, lemons, leeks, mandarins,
oranges and pomegranates. Its 10 million
palm trees produce some of the best dates
in the country. There are many agricultural
projects in Unaizah including greenhouses
for vegetables, fruit orchards and projects
to improve poultry production.

The name Unaizah comes from the
Arabic word “Onz” which means black
hill. Unaizah was named because of a

black hill located on its northeastern side.
Historically, Unaizah was an important
stopping point for Muslim pilgrims coming
from Mesopotamia (now Iraq) and Persia
(mow Iran) on their way to Makkah.
Many scientists and historians believe
that Unaizah was inhabited hundreds of
years before the spread of Islam, citing its
reference in numerous poems from some
of the most important poets of pre-Islamic
Arabia such as Imru Al-Qais.

The city with its current geography consists
of the neighborhoods of Al-Janah, Al-Dabt,
Al-Khoraizah, Al-Akilieh and Al-Meleiha;
these neighborhoods were originally
separated from each other and remained as
independent entities for some time between
1100 and 1686.

Al-Janah, which is located in the north, is
considered to be the first foundation stone
in the formation of this city; it was the
headquarters of Al-Janah family’s emirate
since the date of its inception in 1101 until
the emergence of the Unaizah emirate in
1686. Al-Meleiha is located in the heart of
the old city, while Al-Khoraizah is located
in the city’s west end and is bordered by Al-
Akilieh from the south. In the north lies Al-
Jouz neighborhood.

An important destination for
travelers

The people of Unaizah are well known
for their hospitality and acceptance of
people from other races and religions. In
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